ANMUCIpauon-grows
of steelhead’s retum
Celebratlon sat e

The idea of ths
with fastival in Nlles festival is to celebrute”
g”mmea ' w}fm s bagn :

It's looking more and more Wtﬂm Sﬁf ar. We
likely that sieelhead trout will d{m’t'ha@e restored ﬁsh‘

again be swimming through Fre-
ﬁ(ﬁlt, Plveat.mal.ﬂt.c:r}%ll£ and’ g‘rIilT.ri::r ?’tms yet, E}Ht WF’?"{? WE'Hr
more on thelr wajr tn histurfc s
spawning graunds: ; i
* That's cause for ceiebratlun...-__ .
say those who have been Iaﬁng i
plans to get the oceat- g fisly
around dams and o lﬁ‘j' bar.
tlera in Alameda Creek., B
From 9 am, to 8. pm Sat-.g- '
urday, theyll stage the fist an-"
nual. Steethead ~Festival * ands . Connty d* Control Digtrict,
Watershed Awareness :Fair in' the Alaredd’ County Water Dis-
~Fremont's Niles Community °. triet; the: San Franclseo -Public
.Park.-The event will include a  Utities' Coramission and fhe
- road Tace, music, food and. dis- -+ East Bay Reglorial Park District
plays -to educate the public ~—. now ‘have plansito Femove

qur ﬁmcies . the Alameds
[e]]

apout plans  to- restore the - same- dams in: the  Alameda
~ Creek watershed or buld fish
laclders around them by 2003,

“The. agonicies; along with the
,Mam:da ‘Creek’- ‘Alllanee, the
“Californds “Depatrtment of Fish
and Game and:the Californda
Coastal Conservancy, are all
members of a work group that's

threatented figh, .. ;
“The idea of the festival ia tor.
celebrate what's, been  accom-
pllshen:l 5o far. "'sal{j the Al
meda -Cresk  Alliande's. “Jeff :
Miller. "We dom't have restored .-
fish runs yet, hut we're well on
the way. We need ' to -build
awarerness that these fish dre reavi:
turning ‘to the creek, ancl_ of -
what we could have here,” -
" Miller envisions a day 11;i-the'
not-so-distant future when' #isi-*

steclhead dart through the cur-
rent to reach historic spawning
. grounds upstream, of Fremiont:

Fish on thelr way to about 20
miles - of “spawning grnur;lda
would muscle their way thm:
Pleasanton 1n the ﬁrr oide Ta
Laﬁun,a and Arroyo d@‘b 1-Falh:

through Livettnore in the
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‘Creelc andtJts tributae

“ralnbow trout in the Alameda
Creek watershed showthe Osh
are probably” desepndants of
steelhead that once migrated to
the: pcean, returning. to fresh-
“water streams to spewn. Thoae
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Fish: BART weir,
dams are barrlers

Continued from LOCAL-1

as ‘the breeding stock for the-

teatoration of sieelhead vuns, a
study in March concluded.

_ The first serlons barriers to
fish mdigratlon are a weir pro
tecting a BART rail-crossing in

Fremont and:: three - inflagable |
dams nsed by the water district.
to dvert water from- the creek:
The county floed control and

water districts plan to-apply this

fall for up to $5ymillion. g fed-

eral grant maohey for.az fish

ladder and other projects {o gat:

fish ardwind those barriers,
. Farther upstream, the San

Francisco Public Utlities Com-.

misslon plans to modify’ or re-
move the Sunol and Niles dams
in Niles Canyen, Pacific Gaa and
Electeic Co. 18 studying how figh
might be helped around a 10-

tecting a pas line that £rosses
ihe creek near Sunol.,

in the Sunel Reglona! Wilder-'

ness, the East Bay Reglonal
Park District plang to help steei-
head reach spawning grounds
8y demolishing two small con-
crete dams about 16 miles
dovnstream fiom the headwa

ters of Alameda Creek. "

“The Californda Dﬂparhnent

of Fish and Game ls extremely

picased with the cooperatlve na-
ture of thia group and the re-
aources and commifment of
time that's been brought to the
tabie” by members of the work
group, sald Fat Coulston, a
senlor Fish and Game Mologist.

The threatenged Central Coast
sleelhead 13 protected nnder the
lederal Endangerad Species Act.
A successful restoration of steel-
head could require :some
chanpges in how Alameda Creek,
ts trihtaries, and the land
arpund them are used,

& program in which about

10,000 hatchery - trout are
stocked tn the Niles Catyon
siretch of Alameda Creek. for
regreational fishing would have
to-be moved o prevent thoge
fish from breedlng with wild
steelhead. While cateh-and-re-
leaae fishing 1s allowed in some

of the state's stee]head streaam's.

it ‘might be a long time before

anglers would be permitied io

- fish for tront in Alameda Creek

again, Couvlston said,
The East Bay Regiomal Park

" District, which s rewewing s

cattie-grazing pdlicies, may have
to put up fences or-take other
steps to keep cattle out of
creels m which steelhead might
spaw, satd Park District Fish-

- erles Spetialist Pete Alexander..

. "Fhe Natlonal Marine Fish--
erigs Service has afready identl-
fied grazing as a negative impact
o steelhead habifat, so there
are plans in fEnee those areas
off,” Alexander said. .

Although - steeihead will be
the center of attentlon at Satur-
day's celehration, the event 1o

- also 1
foothigh concrete welr pro-.- & chance to increase public

awareness of the Importanee off

. prodecting the watershed, satd

Forest Frasteur, Fremont's enyi-
ronthental speciallst. -

“"For me, If underscores Lhe
reasons we dow't wani to pol-
lute — that there are fish out
there,”: he ‘said, “Whatever you

Cput 1o the watershed will even-

toally make it into this cresl”

Many people don't realize
that when they clean 2 paint-
brush in the gutler instead of a

- glnk — or don't repair oi leaks

or antifreeze leaks on their cara
— those pollutants end up 1n
the Bay, Frasteur said,

Many fagd-contiod channels
that crisscross Fremont were
onee nakoral creeks. and stil]
feed fo the Bay, he said.

. The Steothead Festivel omed
Watershed Aworeness fFaifr
takes place from P ouam, to 8 pom.

‘Seiurdoy b Nitss Community

Park in Fremond, For morg in-
Jormation on the froe sverd, codl

“the Atomade Cresk Alfiance

(510} 3454675,

A 10-Kitometer vord race and
Sdrilomeler vandvalk i3 soharl-
uled jor & a.m, Registration ds
125, For mfu'rminn, eedd (B10)
6‘5? (179,




